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New Detroit Terminal is One Step Closer

--Preliminary design concepts under review

The Wayne County Airport Authority Board is now reviewing preliminary design concepts for another new terminal at Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport.

“The airlines, airport management, board members and federal transportation agencies are all providing input for the design of our north terminal project,” said WCAA CEO Lester Robinson after the January 27 Board meeting. “Our priorities are safety, security, customer convenience, efficient airline operations, flexibility for future expansion and minimal disruption of current operations during construction. We are seeking a terminal equal in function and aesthetics to the McNamara Terminal, and an environment that will leave visitors with a positive first impression of Detroit and Michigan.”

The $400+ million north terminal project will be constructed on the site of the vacated Davey Terminal to serve scheduled airlines which currently fly from the aging Smith Terminal including Air Canada, American, America West, Independence Air, Southwest, Spirit, USAirways, United and possibly others. Gensler Architecture, Design & Planning leads the design team.

“Many other airports are struggling to modify their terminals to accommodate the new passenger and luggage screening requirements. We have the opportunity to design and construct a terminal to efficiently accommodate the new passenger screening criteria, as well as 100% checked baggage screening,” continued Robinson. “Ideally, the terminal design will provide efficiencies resulting in lower operating costs for the airlines while maximizing revenue opportunities, much like the McNamara Terminal.”

Northwest, Northwest Airlink, Continental, KLM, British Airways, Lufthansa, Royal Jordanian and soon Delta fly out of the McNamara Terminal.

After reviewing design concepts and receiving input from all stakeholders, the WCAA Board will schedule a future meeting to authorize the design team to proceed. Demolition of the ramp and structures on the construction site could begin as early as June 2005, and Robinson says he expects a dedication ceremony before the end of 2008.
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