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Airport Reduces Costs to Airlines

--Landing fee drops 44 cents

For the sixth time in three years, the Wayne County Airport Authority (WCAA) has reduced the landing fee it charges airlines arriving at Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport (DTW).

At the March 24 meeting of the Authority Board, Chief Financial Officer Tom Naughton announced that airport management would reduce the landing fee, effective April 1, from $3.39 to $2.95 for each 1,000 pounds of landed weight. This mid-fiscal year adjustment stays in effect until September 30. 
“This effectively reduces the cost of landing a DC-9-50 by $48 or a B-474-400 by $277,” said Lester Robinson, WCAA CEO. “When you stop to consider that over 700 aircraft land every day in Detroit, this will result in substantial savings to the airlines, which are currently struggling with rising jet fuel costs.”

Naughton told the Board that higher than projected passenger loads and a strong performance by non-airline sources of revenue, such as parking and concessions sales, allows for the reduction in costs to the airlines totaling approximately $5.8 million. 
Robinson told the Board that in the three-year existence of the WCAA, efficiencies in operations have allowed the airport to reduce landing fees at the beginning and mid-point of each fiscal year.
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